NOTES FROM THE NEW WORLD

Logline

In the process of preparing for the leading role in a play based on Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground, a young actor is drawn into a world of intrigue, romance, and murder.

THE SHORT SYNOPSIS

STEVEN (24), a struggling actor is hired by BOB(50), a wealthy playwright, to play the lead in a show based on Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground.  To gather material, Bob hires IRINA(24), a Russian Mafia call girl, to visit Steven as Liza, the prostitute in the original story.   Their interaction is observed on video monitors by Bob and through a window by SONIA(19), a beautiful stalker.  The two women soon find themselves vying for Steven’s affections as well as the leading female role in Bob’s play.  Their acting, it turns out, is not confined to the stage.      

Danger intrudes when a Mafia fortune disappears; everyone is suspected.  Fortunately, Irina’s boss and lover, MISHA(29), is distracted by the prospect of managing her to Hollywood stardom. 

The characters’ parallel destinies converge with the premiere of Bob’s play.  But after the curtain falls, the film goes on to answer one final question:  Can true love, peace, and happiness be found in a world of ceaseless danger and deception.
On another level the story suggests an amazing reading of the state of the post modern world. Are we witnessing certain realization of Dostoevsky’s prophecies?..
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                     THE MEDIUM SYNOPSIS

STEVEN(24), a struggling actor is hired by BOB(50), the wealthy owner of a small LA theater, to play the leading role in a show he’s writing based on Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground.  To gather material, Bob places Steven under round-the clock video surveillance. 

Bob hires IRINA(24), a Russian call girl, to visit Steven pretending to be Liza, the prostitute in the original novella.   Steven and Irina are being observed, not just by Bob, but by SONIA (19), a darkly beautiful Mexican girl who feels a mysterious spiritual connection to the young actor.

The two women soon find themselves in competition for both Steven’s affections and the leading female role in Bob’s play.  Their acting, however, is not confined to the stage.  Neither of them, it turns out, is the person she claims to be.      

Mystery gives way to mayhem when Irina’s Russian Mafia cohorts enter the picture.  Her boss and lover, MISHA (29), while dazzled by the prospect of Hollywood stardom for his girl, suspects her, Steven, and Sonia in turn of stealing an ill-gotten fortune from under his nose.  

 The characters’ parallel destinies converge with the premiere of Bob’s play.  But after the curtain falls, the film goes on to answer one final question:  Can true love, peace, and happiness be found in a world of ceaseless danger and deception?
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               NOTES FROM THE NEW WORLD

THE SINGLE-PAGE SYNOPSIS
Life imitates art imitates life in this thriller of the human spirit.  STEVEN (24), a struggling actor is hired by BOB (50), the wealthy owner of a small LA theater, who’s writing a play, a contemporary take on Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground.  To gather material, he sets Steven up in a room identical to that of Dostoevsky’s protagonist, rigged with cameras everywhere. 

Bob hires IRINA (24), a Russian call girl, to visit Steven and act out the part of Liza, the prostitute in the original novella.   Steven and Irina are being observed, not just by Bob, but by SONIA (19), a darkly beautiful Mexican girl who feels a mysterious spiritual connection to the young actor and follows him home after one of his mandated Dostoevsky-themed street performances.

The two women—Sonia and Irina—ultimately find themselves in competition for both Steven’s affections and the leading female role in Bob’s play.   But as we soon discover, their acting does not begin or end with the production.  Neither of them, it turns out, is the person she claims to be.      

Mystery gives way to murder and mayhem when Irina’s Russian Mafia cohorts enter the picture.  Her boss and lover, MISHA (29), while dazzled by the prospect of Hollywood stardom for his girl, suspects her, Steven, and Sonia in turn of stealing an ill-gotten fortune from under his nose.  

The characters’ parallel destinies converge with the premiere of Bob’s play.  But after the curtain falls, the film goes on to answer one final question:  Can true love, peace, and happiness be found in a world of ceaseless danger and deception?
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